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No Matter What the Environment, “Mr. Dennis” 

Brought Comfort to All 
Ranny Green | November 21, 2017 

 

This is the third of a series of features on 2017's 

AKC Humane Fund Awards for Canine Excellence 

Winners who will be honored Dec. 16-17 at the 

AKC National Championship presented by Royal 

Canin in Orlando. 

It was apparent from puppyhood that the "Skye" 

was the limit for this little guy. 

From the time he was a young dog, he showed a 

“friendly, outgoing disposition, with a good sense of 

himself,” says owner-breeder Steve Hersey, of 

Hampton, N.H. “We often referred to him as ‘Mr. 

Dennis,’ as he was such a little man as a puppy.” 

Charismatic and unflappable, he never disappoint-
ed Hersey and his wife, Elaine, and will be recog-
nized for his versatility during the 18th annual AKC 
Humane Fund Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE) 
on Dec. 16-17 at the AKC National Championship 
presented by Royal Canin in Orlando, Fla. 
The Skye Terrier is the winner of the ACE Therapy 
Dog honor for his work with Hersey the past seven years in several arenas. Sadly, the 11-year-old dog died 
earlier this year of lymphoma, but both proud owners will accept the award in his honor. 

Dennis complemented his therapy endeavors with conformation 
and obedience competition, garnering multiple titles in the two 
sports. 

The 30-year Skye breeders (under the Seamist prefix) had been 

visiting nursing homes along the New Hampshire seacoast with 

their dogs for many years on an informal basis. A member of the 

Piscataqua Obedience Club -- their local club -- mentioned that 

they should consider Therapy Dogs International (TDI) testing 

for certification, which is often a requirement for therapy dog vis-

its, depending on the circumstances and the facility. TDI, inci-

dentally, is one of several training and certifying agencies. They 

opted to explore more about TDI and quickly decided it was 

something the family would enjoy, so began training for the certi-

fication test. 

Skyes can sometimes be standoffish with people they don’t 

know, but with Dennis’s experience in the breed and obedience 

rings, he was accustomed to being at unfamiliar places with a lot 

Dennis, a Skye Terrier owned by Steve and Elaine Hersey, of Hamp-
ton, N.H., gets in some reading time with, from left, Eric, Michelle 
and Stefanie at the Seabrook, N.H., library. The gathering is part of 
the Tail Waggin Tutors program aimed at encouraging grade-
schoolers to enjoy reading.  

Hersey steadies Dennis after a Group 1 finish at 
the Mid Coast Kennel Club of Maine Dog Show in 
2012. Judge Sue Goldberg stands alongside the 
pair. Photo by Fritz Clark / The Standard Image.  

http://www.akc.org/events/national-championship/
http://www.akc.org/events/national-championship/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/skye-terrier/
http://www.akc.org/events/ace-awards/
http://www.akc.org/events/ace-awards/
http://www.akc.org/events/conformation-dog-shows/
http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/
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of commotion, and people he didn’t know touching him. That, coupled with his basic personality, was a 

good combination for therapy," says Hersey, a retired submarine inspector at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 

Kittery, Maine. 

Consequently, when Hersey would visit a nursing home or hospital with Dennis, the dog was never con-

cerned or troubled by equipment -- walkers, wheelchairs, or machines. And when someone couldn’t pick 

him up but want to pat him, Hersey would place him in bed or on their lap. “Older folks used to love to say 

that ‘Dennis the Menace’ was visiting,” laughs Hersey. “Since Dennis was named after a childhood friend of 

Elaine’s, we enjoyed the gentle humor.” 

Skye Terriers are a unique-looking breed, one that most 

people have never seen or even heard of, Hersey notes. 

“Their appearance is a great icebreaker with strangers. 

They aren’t big and slobbery with ‘doggy’ odor, but not deli-

cate either. Dennis was medium-sized at 35 pounds, with a 

pale gray coat that almost touched the floor, and lovely 

black ear fringes.” 

The TDI certification allowed Elaine to bring Dennis for a 

visit to the Lahey Hospital & Medical Center in Burlington, 

Mass., near Boston, to see an acquaintance who was ad-

mitted for surgery and who had owned Skyes for years. A 

dog walking in the hospital is a curiosity that elicits smiles 

and requests for pats, and Dennis was always happy to 

oblige. “When we finally got to her room, he sat on her lap 

for a long time, and she didn’t want to let him go. Several 

years later the same person lay dying at the same hospital, 

and Steve was able to bring Dennis into the intensive care 

unit for another visit. He put Dennis up on the bed, where he lay quietly next to her for almost an hour, not 

bothered by the mix of tubes and machines. Despite being so sick, she gently placed her hand on Dennis. 

She died several hours after they left, but we were happy that she knew a Skye was with her at the end,” 

says Elaine. 

Dennis was not deterred by the different backgrounds and characteristics of the people he interacted with. 

He made weekly visits to Matt, an autistic individual living in Exeter, N.H., to Tail Waggin' Tutors 15-minute 

reading sessions with fourth-through-sixth-graders at a library in Sea-

brook, N.H. 

Dennis’ visits with Matt stemmed from an e-mail the Piscataqua club 

received from TDI seeking a dog to visit. Hersey started visiting Matt 

with Dennis in August 2011 and continued to pay weekly visits until 

this summer. 

The initial purpose of the get-togethers was to encourage Matt to leave 

the house; the only times he did was for doctor’s appointments. It took 

almost eight months before the pair could even induce Matt out of his 

recliner. 

“Finally, one day when Dennis and I arrived, Matt was sitting on the 

couch,” Hersey recalls. “Dennis thought this was great and immediate-

ly jumped up and positioned himself on Matt’s lap. Matt began poking 

Dennis and Phoebe, a Tuesday regular, enjoy some bond-
ing time during a Tail Waggin Tutors session at the Sea-
brook library.  

Every Thursday for nearly six years Dennis 
visited Matt, at his Exeter, N.H., home. 
Here Matt reads “Peter Pan” to his buddy.  
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Dennis with his index finger, as he was not quite certain what to make of this. Eventually Matt began pat-

ting Dennis and put his arm around his body. 

“After many more sessions of taking one step forward and two back, Matt began greeting Dennis at the 

door, taking him to the couch, and maneuvering Dennis up on his lap, then proceeding to give him the big-

gest bear hug you could imagine. Every Thursday for nearly six years I would say, ‘Dennis let’s go and see 

Matt,’ and he would start to circle with excitement, then sit so I could get his collar and leash on, and off we 

would go.” 

It took more than one year before the pair coaxed Matt out of the 

house. The procedure began by walking Dennis to the car, then to 

the end of the street. Finally Matt began taking Dennis for walks. 

They went to a nearby train crossing to watch the 10:20 train pass 

by. “Matt has a fascination for trains and loved waving as it went 

by,” Hersey smiles. 

“Matt is a big Elvis fan and had many pictures and figurines of 'the 

King.' One day he wanted to surprise Dennis with a song, so he 

picked up his imitation microphone, turned on the CD player, and 

sang ‘Hound Dog.’ Dennis sat through the entire song, then when 

Matt was done, he went over and sat at his feet, like saying, ‘nice 

job, Matt, now pat me.’ “ 

Matt undoubtedly has an emptiness following Dennis’s death, as 

does the Tail Waggin' gang. But help may be on the way, with 

Dennis’s daughter, Evie, ready to undergo her TDI certification test 

in mid-November. Evie, by the way, will join the Herseys for the ACE ceremonies and accept Dennis’s 

award on behalf of her dad. 

Hersey recalls a cute story linked to Tail Waggin': “Just a couple of days after we had a meeting with the 

kids and their parents, a father and his daughter were at a nearby car dealership having some work done 

on their vehicle. A friend of ours had Dennis that day and was having work done on her car. While waiting, 

the girl spotted Dennis and started yelling, ‘The therapy 

dog! The therapy dog!’ Her poor father had no idea what 

she was talking about, since it was her mother who has 

taken her to the library to see and read to Dennis. Our 

friend told the dad that this was, in fact, Dennis, the thera-

py dog, so the relieved father then let his daughter pet 

Dennis.” 

As the reading program progressed, Hersey received up-

beat feedback from many parents. One father reported 

that his oldest son never really liked reading, but after he 

spent time with Dennis, the young boy would have to be 

told to turn out his bedroom light, since it would be 9 p.m., 

and he would still be reading in bed. 

A mom of two sons sent Hersey a note detailing how one 

of them was afraid of dogs and never cared about read-

ing. After a few sessions with Dennis, he overcame his 

Dennis brightened Matt’s day on every weekly 
visit. The get-togethers started with Matt simply 
patting the dog until he eventually felt comfort-
able taking him on walks, with Hersey along-
side, to a nearby train crossing.  

Brothers Max, left, and Liam, who were regular reading 
partners with Dennis, are huge Red Sox fans, too. On one of 
the dog’s last sessions they brought their four-legged friend 
a Sox jersey.  
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fear of dogs, would hug the Skye Terrier, and read him “Star Wars” stories. Both boys couldn’t wait to read 

to Dennis and made certain they had the first session each week. They brought him "cookies," and on one 

of his last sessions this year they came wearing Boston Red Sox jerseys with a bag for Dennis. Inside was 

a Red Sox jersey for him, which meant a photo op for all at the library that night. 

Another of Dennis’s fans was a young girl named Ava, who would read for about five minutes and then lose 

interest. Gradually, she read for longer and longer periods of time until she reached the 15-minute time lim-

it. A participant in musicals at school, Ava ended each reading session by singing to Dennis. 

This special Skye’s legacy rests with his unflinching emotional richness and resilience that have helped in-
fluence the character of many around him, and in the process, help inspire a solid foundation for the slip-
pery slope of life. 

Turkey & Cranberry Dog Treats 
(Something to do with your Thanksgiving left-overs!) 

Ingredients 
1 cup whole cranberries 
1 cup cooked, boned turkey 
3-1/2 cups whole wheat flour 
1 egg 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1/2 cup water or broth as needed 

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees and lightly grease two cookie sheets. 

Next, mix the dry ingredients in a large mixing bowl. In a blender or food processor, add the turkey 
and egg (and some of the water or broth as needed). When the turkey is the consistency of baby 
food, add the cranberries and continue to mix until it looks like a smoothie. 

Pour this mixture into the mixing bowl with the dry ingredients and stir to create a thick dough. On a 
lightly floured surface, knead the dough. This is a heavy dough so you’ll need to put a little muscle in 
it! 

Use cookie cutters to cut the treats.  

Put the treats on the cookie sheets and pop them in the oven for 25 minutes. Roll out the dough 
pretty thick if you want the treats to be slightly chewy inside. Let them cool completely before 
serving them to your dogs or before refrigerating. 
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The American Kennel Club Announces Achiever Dog 
Certificate Pilot Program 
Samantha Seymour | November 15, 2017 

Frequently Asked Questions  

What is the Achiever Dog 

certificate? 

The purpose of this new certificate 

program is to celebrates the 

dedication of exhibitors and versatile 

skills of their dogs. 

Will this certificate be retroactive? 

A dog must earn at least 1 of the 3 

sport achievements on or after 

December 1, 2017.  Previously earned 

titles or participation can be used as 2 

of the three required achievements.  

Is there an application that needs to 

be completed for this certificate? 

There is no application to be filled out; 

these certificates will be automatically 

mailed out after the third participation 

activity is completed and recorded by 

AKC. 

How long is the pilot program going 

to last? 

The pilot program will run for 1 year, 

starting December 1, 2017.  At the end 

of one year, participants of the POA 

will be surveyed to determine the 

success of the program. 

How does a dog earn the Achiever 

Dog certificate? 

A dog must earn a placement or 
qualifying score in three different 
sports in order to earn the Achiever 
Dog certificate.  

The American Kennel Club is excited to announce the launch of its 
new Achiever Dog certificate program. The AKC Achiever Dog 
certificate program is designed to recognize those exhibitors and 
dogs who participate in multiple sports. A dog will receive an AKC 
Achiever Dog certificate when they have been awarded a 
placement or earned a qualifying score in three different sports. 
Dogs can start earning AKC Achiever Dog certificates December 
1, 2017. 

“Many exhibitors are interested in participating in different sports,” 
said Dr. Carmen Battaglia, AKC Board Member. “The AKC 
Achiever Dog program is designed to encourage owners to try a 
variety of sports, finding those they enjoy and realizing success. 
Both are winners!” 

AKC is launching the Achiever Dog as a pilot program.  At the end 
of one year, all owners who have received a certificate will be 
surveyed to determine the success of the program.  Opportunities 
for improvement will be identified and could lead to a more refined 
program which recognizes these versatile dogs. The survey finding 
will help to shape the future of the AKC Achiever Dog certificate 
program.  For more information on this program, visit http://
www.akc.org/events/achiever-dog/ or email achieverdog@akc.org. 

mailto:achieverdog@akc.org
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T his newsletter is published by the York County Kennel Club of Maine.  Opinions 

expressed in articles and editorials are not necessarily those of the York 

County Kennel Club of Maine.  Advertisements, litter announcements and show 

brags do not constitute endorsement.  The editor reserves the right to accept or 

reject any material submitted for publication. 

Deadline: 

Submissions to the Scentinel should be received by the editor by the 15th of the 
month at noon. 

Send Submissions to: 

   Sarah Todd 
   17 Rice Avenue    
   Kittery, ME  03904-1625 
 

    or   AllieOops201@gmail.com 

The nominating committee has proposed the following slate of 

officers for YCKC for 2018: 

• President:      Pollie Goodwin 

• Vice President:      Karen Gatchell 

• Recording Secretary:   Karen Norteman 

• Treasurer:   Carroll Goodwin 

• Corresponding Secretary: Gloria Pasquini 

  

Borad of Directors: 

• Mary Batemen 

• Tracey Lavasseur 

• Sandra Bergeron 

• Robyn Jamuszewski 


